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North Carolina bishop, laity protest play
portraying Mary as lesbian
CHARLOTTE: Led by Bishop Peter J. Jugis,
Catholics in the Charlotte Diocese were protesting
a newly opened play for its "gravely offensjve"
portrayal of Mary as a lesbian and its mocking of
the virgin birth. "The Most Fabulous Story Bver
Told," which opened at the Blumenthal Perforrping
Arts Center in Charlotte, also retells the Cregtion
story with two homosexual couples. "The implicagtion
that the Blessedirgin Mary is a lesbian is gravely
offensive to Catholics and to all Christians, wholhold
Mary in the highest regard as the mother of the
Savior" Bishop Jugis wrote in a letter to fthe
performing arts center

Lent marks renewed effort to bring
Catholics back to church
WASHINGTON: Just as they have during(the
season gkdventin recent years, some U.S. diogeses
make concerted efforts at Lent to invite Cathplics
who have stopped going to church back intp the
fold. Some dioceses have reported success with the
"Catholics Come Home campaign, while others{have
set their focus on using the sacrament of reconcijiation
during Lent to draw Catholics back who have diifted
away from the practice of their faith

Lent is time to help others spiritually,

materially, pope says

VATICAN CITY :In his Lenten message, Pppe
Benedict XVI called on the faithful to be concefned
for one another and "not to remain isolated and
indifferent"” to the fate of others. Materialism ahd a
sense of self-sufficiency are obstacles to a Chifistian
life of charity the pope said. Instead of looking first
to God and then to the well-being of others, people
often have an attitude of "indifference and disinterest
born of selfishness and masked as a respegct for
‘privacy™ He said that God's commandment to|love
"demands that we acknowledge our responsipbility
toward those who, like ourselves, are creaturgs and
children of God."




Catholic MP: thousands of Christians may
be killed if Assad regime falls

A Catholic MP has said that if the Syrian president
Bashar al-Assad’regime falls then thousands of
Christians in the country may be killed. Edward

Leigh, the Conservative MP el C.;a_'nSborOUQh’ S%Ciiggest satisfaction is when | am able to refdrm a
that under the “nasty” regime Christian refugees froéﬂminal,” Bahaguna told students of journalism, [who
Iraq had found “an oasis of relative calm”. Byhclyded a sister provincial, priests, nuns anfl lay
following theArab Spring uprising, he said, suspectgsbople atAmruthavani Institute of Maps
rebels had killed a young Christian man. In an articymmunication at a function in Hyderabad. “God
in this weeks Catholic Herald, he writes: “great  laid down th&fen Commandments and any law poils
many have taken refuge in neighbouring Syria down to themAll laws have their roots in the
which, despite the heavy-handed nature of g@mmandments.” Noting that media play$ an
dictatorial regime, Christians (and indeed Jews) ha@portant role in societyhe police dicial said it i
found an oasis of relative calm until hit by the recelf@portant the media projects what people think about
stirrings of theArab Spring. the society and the government.

Supreme Cout to look into raped nun’s
plea

Bhubaneswar:ACatholic nun gang-raped during
sectarian violence in Orissa in 2008 has won the
right to cross examine a lower court judge in the
Supreme Court for “misrepresenting facts”.¢W
had to file the special leave petition before the apex
court to challenge the Orissa High Cauidismissal

of her plea to cross-examine Prashant Kumar Das,

a sub divisional judicial magistrate,” said Manag man rights situation in India poor,
Ranjan Singh, one of the lawyers of the nun.

says global watch body

. - - NEW DELHI: The rights watch body said

Nuns draw police official to Catholicism _ t y
successive governments have yet to enact adequate

HYDERABAD:: A senior woman police fifial has | rimolement policies to brotect marainalized
said that she became a Catholic impressed bythaeWSOI piement policies o protect marginatze

good work the Church was doiMguna Bahaguna, co_m.muniti.es,.r.)articularly Dalits,-tribal groyps,
Additional Director General of Police Ahdhra religious minorities, women, and children.
Pradesh Special Police, said she was “taken up" The government routinely “fails to take action
when she saw priests and nuns selflessly serving!fh¢é@ses of serious human rights violatipns,
sickand HIV patients and educating the poor in tR@rticularly all forms of sexual assault against
remotest villages. women,communal violence, enforced dsap
She said “being a Christian has taught me tiggarances in conflict areas, extrajudicial killings,
| should do things diérently, as Christ would do. “| torture, and increasing attacks on human fights
see a criminal, my heart goes out to him. Whdefenders, they said. These issues are compgunded
brought him to this state of life, | ponder? "Ny the widespread impunity for abuses angl the
personis a born criminal.dtoften the circumstancessorresponding problems of access to justice and
that turn a person into anfefder” she said. "My adequate compensation, they said.
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